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Introduction and Explanation 
 

 In 1989, I decided to start publishing the Proceedings of the Pavese Society which 
I distributed to some two dozen friends and colleagues in the field of suicidology. It 
consisted mainly of biographies that I wrote of mostly famous people who had 
committed suicide, but occasionally I included the biography of an attempted suicide. I 
also sent copies to SIEC in Calgary, Canada, where presumably there are still copies. 
Moving into the modern age, I have now placed them online on my website.  
 
 I have reorganized the material for this presentation. You will note that some 
years are missing. I included other pieces in the Proceedings, and these are omitted from 
this section of the site. Some are elsewhere on the site, such as The epidemiological study 
of suicidal behavior, and some have been published. For example, I solicited 
autobiographies from famous suicidologists. These were first published in the 
Proceedings, but have since appeared in Maurizio Pompili’s Suicide in the words of 
suicidologists (Nova Science, 2010). There were also years when I wrote no biographies. 
 
 I have prepared a name index (printed below) to facilitate finding a particular 
biography. 
 
 I have used these biographies in several research studies and in my books and 
articles as cases to illustrate particular theories of suicide. In addition, two collections 
have appeared: 
 
Lester, D. (2000). By their own hand: Suicides by the rich and famous. Chichester, UK: 

Aeneas. 
Lester, D. (2008). Exit weeping: Understanding suicide through the study of famous 

suicides. Hauppauge, NY: Nova Science. 
 

I hope you find the content of this site interesting and, perhaps, useful too. 
 
 The Index of names is by volume. The match between years and volumes is: 
 
Year Volume 
1990 1 
1991 2 
1992 3 
1993 4 
1994 5 
1995 6 
2001 7 
2010 8 
 
David 
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INDEX, Volumes 1-8 
 
Artists who committed suicide 2-1 
Baseball suicides and murders 8-1 
Encyclopedia of famous suicides update 

7-25 
Musicians who have committed suicide 

8-64 
Scientists who have committed suicide 

1-109 
Sexual politics of double suicides 7-17 
Suicides in opera 8-26 
Writers who committed suicide 8-53 
 
Adams, Clover 1-142 
Addison, Thomas 2-50 
Arbus, Diane 1-66 
Arenas, Reinaldo 3-56 
Armstrong, Edwin Howard 3-74 
Aston, Trevor 7-23 
 
Badialis, Craig 2-92 
Bang-Jensen, Povl 2-75 
Barrymore, Diane 1-106 
Bassano, Francesco 2-2 
Benjamin, Walter 5-33 
Bern, Paul 5-54 
Bettelheim, Bruno 5-12 
Bluemner, Oscar 2-2 
Boltzmann, Ludwig 1-105 
Borromini, Francesco 2-2 
Boyer, Charles 3-19 
Brautigan, Richard 7-42 
Bridgman, Percy 1-83 
Broughton, Henry 4-33 
Bruce, Patrick 2-3 
 
Carrington, Dora 1-46 
Castlereach, Viscount 4-1 
Celan, Paul 1-40, 5-25 
Chatterton, Thomas 1-50 
Clark, Bruce 1-23 
Clayre, Alasdair 4-49 
Cleopatra 3-93 
Clive, Robert 3-65 

Cobain, Kurt 4-56 
Cole, Peter 8-46 
Coyle, Joey 8-13 
 
Dayes, Edward 2-3 
Dazai, Osamu 1-101 
de Nerval, Gérard 4-14 
de Stael Nicolas 2-3 
 
Eastman, George 1-84 
Egbert, James 5-10 
Ehrenfest, Paul 1-121 
Epstein, Brian 1-33 
Esenin, Sergei 1-139 
 
Federn, Paul 1-103 
Fischer, Hans 1-109 
Flanagan, John 2-3 
Forrestal, James 2-97 
Fox, Joan 2-92 
Freud, Sigmund 2-51 
Fuchs, Gustave 2-4 
Fumimaro, Konoe 1-115 
 
Garland, Judy 2-105 
Genoud, Francois 5-44 
Gerstl, Richard 2-4 
Gertler, Mark 1-59 
Gillray, James 2-4 
Gilman, Charlotte Perkins 3-33 
Goebbels, Joseph 4-27 
Gorky, Arshille 1-1 
Gros, Jean 2-5 
 
Halliwell, Kenneth 2-56 
Hammer, Agnes (AS) 3-71 
Hansen, Denny 4-41 
Harvey, Julian 1-124 
Hausdorf, Felix 1-109 
Haydon, Benjamin 2-5 
Hemingway, Leicester 1-5 
Henry, William 1-110 
Heppner, Albert 8-24 
Hershberger, Willard 1-126 
Hoch, Ludvik 6-31 
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Hoffman, Abbie 3-41 
Honigschmid, Otto 1-110 
 
Inge, William 2-48 
 
Jamison, Kay (AS) 5-37 
Jarrell, Randall 3-1 
Jens, Christopher 2-43 
 
Kammerer, Paul 2-11 
Kirchner, Ernest 2-5 
Koestler, Arthur 4-10 
Kosinski, Jerzy 5-1 
Kovalevskii, Vladimir 1-54 
Kreuger, Ivar 8-16 
Kruyder, Herman 2-5 
 
Ladd, Alan 3-15 
Lawson, Ernest 2-6 
Lehmbruck, William 2-6 
Lemoine, Francois 2-6 
Levi, Primo 6-22 
List, Georg 3-37 
Lott, Jean 7-14 
Lucadello, Tony 1-84 
Luce, Claire Booth (AS) 4-21 
Luxtons 6-28 
Lyapunov, Aleksandr 1-111 
 
MacCullagh, James 1-111 
Majorana, Ettore 1-83 
Martin, Benjamin 1-111 
Marx, Eleanor 5-47 
Matthiessen, Augustus 1-112 
Maxwell, Robert 6-31 
Maurer, Alfred 2-7 
Mayakovsky, Vladimir 3-61 
Mayer, Marie-Francoise 2-7 
McPherson, Aimee Semple 7-46 
Meinhof, Ulrike 3-31 
Meyer, Victor 1-112 
Miller, Hugh 1-112,8-21 
Monroe, Marilyn 2-23 
Mowrer, O. Hobart 1-15 
Muller, Johannes 1-113 

Musica, Philip 8-18 
 
Ochs, Phil 4-47 
O'Neill Jr., Eugene 3-28 
Orton, Joe (murder victim) 2-56 
 
Papke, Billy 4-37 
Parker, Dorothy (AS) 2-85 
Parmigianino, Girolamo 2-7 
Pascin, Jules 2-7 
Pauelsen, Erik 2-8 
Pettenkofer, Max 1-113 
Presley, Elvis 1-130 
Prinze, Freddie 2-17 
Puller, Lewis 4-18 
 
Reimer, David (AS) 7-18 
Ricci, Marco 2-8 
Rollin, Ida 1-100 
Roman, Jo 5-20 
Rosso, Giovanni 2-8 
Rothko, Mark 2-79 
Rudolph, Crown Prince 1-90 
Russier, Gabrielle 1-8 
 
Savage, Mary (AS) 2.62 
Sexton, Anne 1-128, 3-8 
Seymour, Robert 2-8 
Siddal, Lizzie 8-48 
Socrates 1-97 
Stanton, Elizabeth 1-72 
Stekel, Wilhelm 1-96 
Stewart, Robert 7-1 
Stieglitz, Charlotte 1-82 
 
Tassaert, Nicolas 2-9 
Tausk, Victor 2-68 
Testa, Pietro 2-9 
Tilson, Henry 2-9 
Tinelli, Cavaliere 2-9 
Toller, Ernst 6-12 
Torrigiano, Pietro 2-9 
Traina, Nick 7-5 
Tsvetaeva, Marina 3-48 
Tucholsky, Kurt 6-1 
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Turing, Alan 1-27 
Turpin, Randy 4-38 
 
Urman, Felix 7-1 
 
van Gogh, Vincent 2-36 
Van Ilpendam 7-3 
van Laer, Pieter 2-10 
Vargas, Getulio 1-82 
 
Ward, Stephen 2-36 
Wechsler, Michael 1-76 
Weil, Simone 6-15 
Weininger Otto 3-5 
Wertenbaker Charles 5-41 
West, Ellen 1-42 
White, Jody 2-32 
Wilde, Dolly 7-55 
deWitte, Emmanuel 2-10 
 
Young, Gig 3-23 
Young, Robert 1-87 
 
Zweig, Stefan 4-7 
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